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Disclaimers

• We are not giving legal advice today.

• Please consult with your legal counsel regarding specific 
situations.

• Use chat function to ask general questions and 
hypotheticals. We encourage questions!

• Yes, we will send out the slides. If you used your email to 
register, look for a “Thank You For Attending!” email.

• We are recording the presentation today.
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Today�s Agenda

• Title IX & Athletics History 

• What is this Resource? 

• Why is it Important?

• The Resource & Evaluating your School’s 
Athletic Program
• Benefits, opportunities, and treatment

• Meeting students’ athletic interests and 
abilities 

• Athletic scholarship and financial assistance 
(colleges and universities)
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More information 

Title IX Resource Center
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Athletic Compliance Resource Center



Upcoming Events

• It’s Game Time: Complying with the NCAA Policy on Campus 
Sexual Violence
• Tuesday, March 7, 2023

• 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM (EST)

• Higher Ed Athletics Compliance Update 
• Wednesday, March 15, 2023

• 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM (EST)
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Title IX & Athletics History 

• Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1681 et seq.) 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
sex in education programs receiving 
Federal financial assistance. 

• Athletics are considered an integral part 
of an institution's education program and 
are therefore covered by this law.
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Title IX & Athletics History 

• The best-known way in which Title IX protects students is through its 
requirement that schools provide the historically underrepresented gender in 
sports – females – with equal opportunity to participate in athletic activities.  
And, that is true; however, Title IX covers a lot more—including sexual 
harassment which was addressed by the 2020 regulations. 

• The U.S. DOE plans to issue a separate notice of proposed rulemaking to 
address whether and how the Department should amend the Title IX 
regulations to address students’ eligibility to participate on a particular male or 
female athletics team. The guidance released last week does not address 
that topic. 

• Our focus today is on athletics compliance in terms of providing equal athletic 
opportunities to all students, regardless of sex. 
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What are these Recently Released 

Resources? 

K-12
Colleges and 
UniversitiesGeneral 



What are these Recently Released 

Resources? 

• Designed by OCR to help schools, including students, coaches, 
athletic directors, and school officials evaluate whether it is meeting 
its legal duty under Title IX 

• Listed as a “publication” 
on its website

• It’s not legally binding 
but gives a road map of 
what an OCR complaint 
might reveal



Why Is this Important? 

• OCR Complaints happen at BOTH the K-12 and Higher Ed levels–
see this search: https://ocrcas.ed.gov/ocr-
search?f%5B0%5D=ocr_issues%3A536&f%5B1%5D=ocr_statutes
%3A527&sort_order=DESC&sort_by=field_resolved



Why Is this Important? 

• Example Resolution Agreement:
• District must develop written 

guidelines to ensure equivalent 
athletic opportunities for boys and 
girls

• Reporting requirements (draft 
guidelines to be reported to OCR)

• Internal Assessment Report

• Ongoing reporting

• Training of administration



Numbers of Resolution Agreements 

Posted

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

2022 13

2021 14

2020 29

2019 21



Evaluating Your School�s Athletic 

Program

• What does Title IX require for schools’ athletic programs? 

• The Title IX regulations require schools to provide equal opportunity based 
on sex.  This requirement applies to school’s athletic programs, including 
club, intramural, and interscholastic teams. 

• Equal opportunity in K-12 and IHE is measured by:
• The benefits, opportunities, and treatment given to boys/men’s and 

girls/women’s teams

• How a school is meeting student’s athletic interests and abilities

• IHE: Athletic scholarships and financial assistance
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Benefits, Opportunities, and Treatment



Overall program, not sport-to-sport

• Title IX regulations require that the school offer equivalent benefits, 
opportunities, and treatment to its boys and girls teams overall. 

• Not sport-to-sport comparison (e.g., men’s basketball to women’s 
basketball, baseball to softball)

Boys/Men’s
OVERALL 

PROGRAM

Girls/Women’s
OVERALL 

PROGRAM

Equivalence



The �Laundry List�

• Equipment and Supplies

• Scheduling Games and Practice Time

• Travel and Daily Allowance

• Coaching

• Locker Rooms and Fields, Courts, or 
Other Facilities for Practice and 
Competition

• Medical and Training Facilities and 
Services 

• Publicity 

PLUS for Colleges 
& Universities

• Academic Tutors

• Housing and Dining 
Services

• Recruitment*



Equipment and Supplies 



Scheduling Games and Practice Times



Travel and Daily Allowance



Coaching



Locker Rooms and Fields, Courts, or Other 

Facilities for Practice and Competition



Medical and Training Facilities and 

Services



Publicity 



Colleges and Universities: 

Academic Tutors 



Colleges and Universities: 

Housing and Dining Services 



Colleges and Universities: 

Recruitment



Booster Clubs, Parents, and Other Outside 

Support



Evaluating Your School�s Athletic 

Program: Case

• Ruling Sides with Female Athletes at Hawaii High School

• https://apnews.com/article/sports-hawaii-gender-discrimination-
discrimination-lawsuits-4d0fbd4a8596845ced44abd837caa270

• Their 2018 lawsuit said they were discriminated against because 
Campbell High School — Hawaii’s largest public high school —
didn’t have a girls locker room. They also argued girls at the Ewa
Beach school had inferior practice and game facilities compared to 
boys.
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Meeting students’ athletic interests and 
abilities


